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A figure equal to four years* income of an ordinary
-tribesman. But a tribesman values his gun above all his
.earthly possessions, A rifle is an Afridi's chief capital-in-
trade. Gun commerce through the Gulf has once
been exceedingly active. Gun-running from Kabul is
pretty common even these days. There are very few
tribesmen who have not a weapon of precision. There
are rifles of European make in large numbers. There is
also a factory of rifles in the Kohat Pass. An Indian
:rifle is sold for ten pounds or less. Such weapons have
a short life. But they are fairly accurate. And the
Pathan is sparing of ammunition. The British have
allowed the manufacture of arras to go on unchecked in
the Kohat Pass. It is difficult to say why. The tribes-
,men cannot be deprived * of their weapons. Disarma-
ment of hillmen is officially discouraged. It is regarded
as beyond the sphere of politics of a practical nature.
"Meanwhile, the Pathan takes his toll. More rifles, more
raids. The greater loss in men, money and material.
There are a quarter of a million well-armed, fighting
men. Raiders hostile to the regime. They are a serious
standing danger* They threaten the very existence of
the British power in India.

Outlawry is another stern fact on the Frontier*
Blood-feud murder is rife. And death on the gallows is
difficult to go through. The offender takes refuge across
the border. There the arm of law cannot reach him. A
leading religious mullah has always a guard of outlaws.
The outkws are useful hands in the tribal areas. Their
knowledge of the British territory comes in handy. The
Afridi dacoits make a nice use of them in dacoities.
Their local knowledge is of value. Besides, he can visit
his Bnsmeti under the cloak of darkness in the safe
escort of his newfangled hill friends. Much of the